Psychiatrists' documentation of informed consent.
The present study was undertaken to determine current attitudes and behaviour toward informed consent for antipsychotic medication and documentation of the informed consent process in patient charts. Thirty psychiatrists treating a minimum of 10 patients on antipsychotic medication were selected from teaching and nonteaching hospitals. Clinicians completed questionnaires on their behaviour and attitudes regarding documentation of informed consent and antipsychotic medication. Physicians' charts were reviewed to ascertain documentation. Psychiatrists reported sometimes documenting the informed consent process. The chart review revealed that, on average, each psychiatrist had documentation in 23% of charts. Physicians who either were affiliated with a teaching hospital or spent more time reading medical journals were more likely to document the informed consent process. Physicians who use antipsychotic medication as a treatment in their practice are not routinely documenting the informed consent process in patient records. Physicians should pay more attention to this aspect of record keeping because it is their only record of the consent process.